Spring 2025 Prof. Janet Kohlhase
University of Houston

ECON 3332, Section 11728
INTERMEDIATE MICROECONOMICS
(Class meets in-person TTh 2:30pm-4:00pm at 112 Melcher Hall (MH))

OFFICE: 201-H Teaching Unit 2 (TU2), 713-743-3799

email: jkohlhase@uh.edu

hours: by appointment in person or via Zoom (send email request with course name &
number plus topic in subject line)

web page: http://www.uh.edu/~kohlhase/

CANVAS:  https://canvas.uh.edu/ (password access)

TA: Brian Murphy, a 2™ year graduate student in economics; office 105 Teaching Unit 2 (TU2);
email bmmurph2@cougarnet.uh.edu. Office hours by appointment (in person or via TEAMS). To
set up an appointment with him send Brian an email request with course name & number plus topic
in the subject line. TA office hours may be extended as the semester progresses.

Overview: In this course you will broaden your understanding of microeconomic theory at the
intermediate level. We will focus on individual behavior of consumers and firms and their
interactions in the market. We will examine several market structures from perfect competition to
monopoly to oligopoly where firms have different degrees of market power. We will examine
how markets are affected by government policies, externalities, and public goods.

Learning Outcomes:

--Students will attain an understanding of intermediate microeconomic terminology, tools and
models and be able to apply them appropriately and correctly.

--Students will develop critical thinking and problem solving and will be able to analyze and critically
assess public policy problems.

--Students will be able to organize and present material in a systematic framework based on
intermediate microeconomic models.

LOGISTICS: Intermediate microeconomics will be face-to-face at 112 Melcher Hall (MH) TTH
2:30pm-4pm. While most of my lectures will be delivered face-to-face, a few lectures may be
delivered asynchronously online or synchronously online via Zoom depending on circumstances.
To start the semester the TA will offer office hours by appointment in person or via Teams. As the
semester progresses, she may offer office hours via TEAMS in a synchronous format. She may
also offer a few synchronous/asynchronous sessions to review the problem sets and exams.
Supplemental course material will be posted on the class CANVAS site.

What do you need to do to successfully participate in class? You should attend all in-person
lectures if you are feeling well. You should also be prepared to participate in Zoom or Teams
synchronous lectures and be able to view asynchronous lectures recorded in Zoom or Teams. So
please download video conferencing software to your devices. I will most likely use Zoom; and
the TA will most likely use Teams. You must have a stable internet connection, a webcam and a
microphone attached to the device you are using so that you can participate in synchronous
meetings.


mailto:jkohlhase@uh.edu
http://www.uh.edu/%7Ekohlhase/
http://www.uh.edu/blackboard
mailto:rpmcgregor@uh.edu

PREREQUISITES:
The course requirements are that you have taken an introductory microeconomics course (econ
2302) and calculus (math 1325 or math 2413) at the college level.

Textbooks: (G) Goolsbee, Austan, Steven Levitt, and Chad Syverson. Microeconomics.
Fourth Edition, New York, NY: Worth Publishers, 2024.). If you are
participating in the UH CTAP program an online version of the text will be
available on Canvas. We will also use the Achieve digital product via Canvas.

Course Evaluation: Each student’s cumulative score for this course will be based on
performance on problem sets and exams with the weights given in
the table below. The cumulative score will then be mapped into a
letter grade at end of the course

Percentage | Item Date and location
22% Midterm Exam 1 (Thurs. Feb. 13, 2025, in class)
22% Midterm Exam 2 (Thurs. March 27, 2025, in class)
31% Final Exam (Tues. May 6, 2025, 2pm-4pm, in regular
classroom)
15% Problem Sets authored by me | (3-4 assigned occasionally throughout the
term. All are required)
10% Problem Sets online through | (10-11 assigned weekly throughout the
Achieve links on Canvas term. The lowest 2 scores will be
(interactive) dropped)

Exams are problem oriented and will have brief discussion and graphical analysis components. All
exams are closed notes, closed book. Midterms cover a subset of materials whereas the final exam
is comprehensive. All exams, quizzes and problem sets are covered by the UH Honesty policy
(see below). For the problem sets authored by me, I encourage students to work in groups of up
to three students, and group composition does not need my prior approval. However, each student
may only be in one group. All group members receive the same grade. All answers for exams,
quizzes, and problem sets must be original to you and in your own words.

Classroom Conduct: I expect you to attend all classes and actively and politely engage in the
discussions. I also expect you to arrive on time. Please turn off your mobile devices during class.
Students are expected to abide by the University of Houston’s Code of Student Conduct:
(http://www.uh.edu/dos/behavior-conduct/student-code-of-conduct/)

Academic Honesty: To cultivate an environment of academic integrity, the UH expects students to
abide by the University’s Undergraduate Academic Honesty Policy, found in the Undergraduate
Catalog. http://www.uh.edu/academic-honesty-undergraduate. All exams, quizzes, and problem
sets are covered by the UH Honesty policy.
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Intermediate Microeconomics Course Qutline*

Topic Description Textbook Chapters
1 Introduction 1&2
2 Overview of Demand and Supply Analysis of
Markets 2
3 Consumer Theory: Preferences, Budget Constraint 4
and Optimal Choice
4 Consumer Theory: Income and Substitution 5
Effects; Individual Demand to Market Demand
5 Consumer Theory Extension: Labor Supply 13.2
6 Producer Theory: Technology and Cost 6
Minimization
7  |Producer Theory: Cost curves 7
8 Perfect Competition: Profit Maximization and 8
Supply in a Competitive Market
9 Perfect Competition Applications: Consumer 3
Surplus and Producer Surplus under Different
Government Policies
10 [Monopoly 9
11 [Imperfect Competition 11
12 |Pricing Strategies under Market Power 10
13 [Externalities and Public Goods 17
14  |Asymmetric Information 16




Required Information from the University of Houston

Mental Health and Wellness Resources

The University of Houston has a number of resources to support students’ mental health and
overall wellness, including CoogsCARE and the UH Go App. UH Counseling and
Psychological Services (CAPS) offers 24/7 mental health support for all students, addressing
various concerns like stress, college adjustment and sadness. CAPS provides individual and
couples counseling, group therapy, workshops, and connections to other support services on
and off-campus. For assistance visit uh.edu/caps, call 713-743-5454, or visit a Let’s Talk
location in-person or virtually. Let’s Talk are daily, informal confidential consultations with
CAPS therapists where no appointment or paperwork is needed.

Need Support Now?

If you or someone you know is struggling or in crisis, help is available. Call CAPS crisis
support 24/7 at 713-743-5454, or the National Suicide and Crisis Lifeline: call or text
988. or chat 988lifeline.org.

Title IX/Sexual Misconduct

Per the UHS Sexual Misconduct Policy, your instructor is a “responsible employee” for
reporting purposes under Title IX regulations and state law and must report incidents of
sexual misconduct (sexual harassment, non-consensual sexual contact, sexual assault, sexual
exploitation, sexual intimidation, intimate partner violence, or stalking) about which they
become aware to the Title IX office. Please know there are places on campus where you can
make a report in confidence. You can find more information about resources on the Title IX
website at https://uh.edu/equal-opportunity/title-ix-sexual-misconduct/resources/.

Reasonable Academic Adjustments/Auxiliary Aids

The University of Houston is committed to providing an academic environment and
educational programs that are accessible for its students. Any student with a disability who is
experiencing barriers to learning, assessment or participation is encouraged to contact the
Justin Dart, Jr. Student Accessibility Center (Dart Center) to learn more about academic
accommodations and support that may be available to them. Students seeking academic
accommodations will need to register with the Dart Center as soon as possible to ensure
timely implementation of approved accommodations. Please contact the Dart Center by
visiting the website: https://uh.edu/accessibility/ calling (713) 743-5400, or emailing
jdcenter@Central. UH.EDU.

The Student Health Center offers a Psychiatry Clinic for enrolled UH students. Call 713-743-
5149 during clinical hours, Monday through Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. to schedule an
appointment.

The A.D. Bruce Religion Center offers spiritual support and a variety of programs centered
on well-being.

The Center for Student Advocacy and Community (CSAC) is where you can go if you need
help but don’t know where to start. CSAC is a “home away from home” and serves as a
resource hub to help you get the resources needed to support academic and personal success.
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Through our Cougar Cupboard, all students can get up to 30 1bs. of FREE groceries a week.
Additionally, we provide 1:1 appointments to get you connected to on- and off-campus
resources related to essential needs, safety, and advocacy, and more. The Cougar Closet is a
registered student organization advised by our office and offers free clothes to students so
that all Coogs can feel good in their fit. We also host a series of cultural and community-
based events that fosters social connection and helps the cougar community come closer
together. Visit the CSAC homepage or follow us on Instagram: uh CSAC and @uhcupbrd.
YOU belong here.

Women and Gender Resource Center

The mission of the WGRC is to advance the University of Houston and promote the success
of all students, faculty, and staff through educating, empowering, and supporting the UH
community. The WGRC suite is open to you. Stop by the office for a study space, to take a
break, grab a snack, or check out one of the WGRC programs or resources. Stop by Student
Center South room B12 (Basement floor near Starbucks and down the hall from Creation
Station) from 9 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday.

Academic Honesty Policy

High ethical standards are critical to the integrity of any institution, and bear directly on the
ultimate value of conferred degrees. All UH community members are expected to contribute
to an atmosphere of the highest possible ethical standards. Maintaining such an atmosphere
requires that any instances of academic dishonesty be recognized and addressed. The UH
Academic Honesty Policy is designed to handle those instances with fairness to all parties
involved: the students, the instructors, and the University itself. All students and faculty of
the University of Houston are responsible for being familiar with this policy.

Excused Absence Policy

Regular class attendance, participation, and engagement in coursework are important
contributors to student success. Absences may be excused as provided in the University of
Houston Undergraduate Excused Absence Policy and Graduate Excused Absence Policy for
reasons including: medical illness of student or close relative, death of a close family
member, legal or government proceeding that a student is obligated to attend, recognized
professional and educational activities where the student is presenting, and University-
sponsored activity or athletic competition. Under these policies, students with excused
absences will be provided with an opportunity to make up any quiz, exam or other work that
contributes to the course grade or a satisfactory alternative. Please read the full policy for
details regarding reasons for excused absences, the approval process, and extended absences.
Additional policies address absences related to military service, religious holy days,
pregnancy and related conditions, and disability.

Recording of Class

Students may not record all or part of class, livestream all or part of class, or make/distribute
screen captures, without advanced written consent of the instructor. If you have or think you
may have a disability such that you need to record class-related activities, please contact the
Justin Dart, Jr. Student Accessibility Center. If you have an accommodation to record class-
related activities, those recordings may not be shared with any other student, whether in this
course or not, or with any other person or on any other platform. The instructor may record
classes. Students may use instructor’s recordings for their own studying and notetaking.
Instructor’s recordings are not authorized to be shared with anyone without the prior written
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approval of the instructor. Failure to comply with requirements regarding recordings will
result in a disciplinary referral to the Dean of Students Office and may result in disciplinary
action.

Other Recommended Information from the University of Houston

Resources for Online Learning
The University of Houston is committed to student success and provides information to
optimize the online learning experience through our Power-On website. Please visit this
website for a comprehensive set of resources, tools, and tips including obtaining access to the
internet, AccessUH, Blackboard, and Canvas; using your smartphone as a webcam; and
downloading Microsoft Office 365 at no cost. For questions or assistance contact
UHOnline@ubh.edu.

UH Email
Please check and use your Cougarnet email (ends in uh.edu) for communications related to
this course. Faculty use their Cougarnet email to respond to course-related inquiries such as
grade queries or progress reports for reasons of FERPA. To access your Cougarnet email, login
to your Microsoft 365 account with your Cougarnet credentials. Visit University Information
Technology (UIT) for instructions on how to connect your Cougarnet e-mail on a mobile
device.

Syllabus Changes

For a variety of reasons, the instructor may need to make modifications to the course
syllabus and may do so at any time. Notice of such changes will be announced as quickly as
possible through announcements on Canvas and via group emails to your Cougarnet email
account (ends in uh.edu).

Artificial Intelligence: Use only with acknowledgement

Students are allowed to use advanced automated tools (artificial intelligence (AI) or machine
learning tools such as ChatGPT or Dall-E 2) on problem sets in this course only if that use is
properly documented and credited. For example, text generated using ChatGPT-3 should
include a citation such as: “Chat-GPT-3. (YYYY, Month DD of query). “Text of your
query.” Generated using OpenAl. https://chat.openai.com/” Material generated using other
tools should follow a similar citation convention. If the use of Al is not documented, the
problem set may be scored as zero. Al is forbidden to be used on exam
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